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To all 
 the Tatas 

of the world…
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Maya was a very curious girl who lived in a rather 
ordinary town.

From the outside, her house looked very much 
like the next one with its thick, white walls, 
lush gardens, and a beautiful ocean view.
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Maya was used to her very happy life, especially 
with Tata, her granny, who was always making  
her smile. 

“We’ve never seen an old woman so radiant in 
this town,” commented people as they watched 
her pass by. Tata was truly exceptional! She 
could knit with her toes while balancing upside 
down and water the geraniums as she danced.
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At the market, Tata sang with the canaries 
and greeted all with delight.
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Tata was even thankful to the worms!  
Some say she drank soup from a pot that 
never emptied out and that at night her 
instruments would play lullabies.
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No one could explain how that old woman 
did it, but if Maya got hurt, she knew that only 
Tata could heal her.
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One morning, Tata was kneading dough 
as usual, when her headscarf moved a bit.
Suddenly, Maya noticed something hanging 
below her frizz. 

“Granny, what a gorgeous set of earrings!”  
she exclaimed. 

“They are the treasure that I try to hide, 
although their power I can never contain,”  
Tata confessed. Surprised, Maya asked, 
“What are you talking about, Tata?  
Who gave them to you?”

“These earrings, dear grandchild, were 
magical even before they were worn.” 
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